[Acute kidney failure in Morocco].
During the February 1983-February 1988 period, 172 patients (113 men and 59 women, mean age 36 years) were admitted to the Ibn-Rochd hospital for acute renal failure (ARF). Oliguria or anuria were present on admission in 131 patients (76.2 per cent). ARF occurred in a medical context in more than two thirds of the cases (73.8 per cent) post-operatively or in a surgical context in 11 per cent in an obstetrical context, notably post-partum, in 15 per cent. The causes of ARF were varied: prerenal in 12 cases, obstructive in 15 cases and renal parenchymal in 141 cases; in the remaining 4 patients no cause could be found. Acute tubular necrosis was the most frequent lesion (104 cases) and it was due to infection in 72 per cent of the cases; acute glomerular lesions were present in 27 patients. In the 108 patients treated by haemodialysis, 4 sessions on average were required for each patient; the main duration of peritoneal dialysis was 6 days. The most frequent complication observed was infection. The mortality rate was 21 per cent (36 deaths).